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As I Look into the Reflection Pool
Over the semester I have noticed that I do some of my best writing when it is quiet, and I can focus on the writing process.  I did my very best writing when I was able to verbalize to my wife, but because of our 22 month old daughter we were only able to use this method on one or two of my essays.  Another theme that I noticed was that I was very quick to say negative things about my work, and I was also very slow to say anything positive about my work.  Lastly, it seemed that I produced better essays when I had time to think about the subject first and then write it out.  

From my first reflection to my last reflection I improved my sentence structure and clarity in what it was I was talking about.  I had a firm grasp on what the subject was, what I did and had the ability to analyze it.  Compared to the first reflection the obvious change is that I wasn’t horribly sick when writing the last reflection.  Secondly, doing so much writing throughout the semester between the writing assignments and reflections helped me to hone my writing skills.  Lastly, I think the reading assignments as well as reading examples gave me better insight as to writing styles and sentence structure.  
When I thought about what would help me to become a better writer I came up with a few thing.  First, I came to the conclusion that having a quiet place to write is really important for me to be able to succeed.  I get distracted really easily, so even the hum of a broken a refrigerator can break my concentration.  When there are distractions my work is even choppier, and the ideas do not connect as well.  I almost always was able to find a quiet place to write my essays, but that was because I generally waited until my daughter went to bed at night before I did my homework.  Otherwise, my daughter would continually try to play with me or make a ruckus because my wife wouldn’t let her come play with me.  Both were counterproductive, so I either worked on my essays at school or while she was sleeping.  I also set the goal that I would try to write my essays with my wife, because I do much better when I have a scribe to type for me and I can verbalize what I want to write.  As I have done more writing I have gotten better at typing it on my own, but I still do much better if I don’t have to worry about getting it from my brain to the paper.  I wasn’t able to write with my wife very much this semester, because I often woke up at 3:00 in the morning, or earlier, to work on my essays.  She often woke up at 5:00 or 6:00 to edit the essays, but there were only a couple that she acted as a scribe for me this semester.  Lastly, I noticed that I do much better work in all my classes, but specifically in writing, when I get enough sleep.  I have also noticed that my ADD medication doesn’t really work when I am exhausted.  Therefore, if I haven’t had enough sleep that, too, affects my distractibility regardless of if I have found a quiet atmosphere to write in. This semester I spent a lot of early mornings working on homework, because I stay on task better when my wife is home, regardless of if she is reminding me to stay focused or not.  Most of the semester I got enough sleep that my medication worked effectively, but toward the end of the semester I became so sleep deprived that my medication was not working.  Because of that, I had to take a day to just catch up on sleep so that I could get back on track and finish the semester out on a strong note. 
Doing the reading assignments helped me to understand the different genres of writing as well as techniques that are used in writing.  In order to fully understand, I took notes on each of the reading assignments to help me remember the information as well as to make sure that I understood the concept.  Sometimes if I still didn’t understand the concept my wife would try to explain it to me.  Sometimes she was able to help me understand, but other times I was just too frustrated to understand.  After a full night’s sleep and a fresh outlook on life I was able to go to class and get my questions cleared up during the class discussion.  

The most beneficial thing I did all semester was to go to the writing center where I could ask specific questions and get one-on-one help when I didn’t understand or when my essays just weren’t coming together.  One-on-one instruction is exactly what I needed.  I went from feeling like I didn’t know one single thing about the English language to feeling like I actually know a few things.  I used to tease that English is my second language, and I don’t have a first language. Now I can’t exactly say that. I can actually do some of my own editing, which I was never able to do before this semester.  I don’t profess to know everything there is about English, but I know that I have made a lot of progress.  I know that going to the writing center made a huge difference in my writing skills. 
The least helpful thing this semester was reading “The Angry Lunch Café”.  I realize that Lisa is a Pulitzer Prize nominee, but I still have no clue how to differentiate the writing styles that she used.  I am still perplexed as to why she would use the example of religious zealots and GPS’s to prove her point.  I don’t think I wouldn’t have gotten the point if it weren’t explained in class.  It made very confused and if I had not gone to the writing center after class I wouldn’t have known how to write the memoir essay.  Though I understand why we were required to use the school databases for our first three essays the ineffective search engine was a huge hindrance.  At one point I googled the information on my subject.  Then I used the author’s name to find a similar article in the database.   

I now have a much better understanding of the English language after taking this class.  I have the capability of confidently reading my own or other peoples work and knowing something is wrong, but not necessarily knowing how to fix it.  Before taking this class I didn’t really recognize word choice, sentence structure or basically any element of writing.  Now I am not afraid to use a comma, although I still don’t use as many commas as I should.  I also find that reading what I wrote out loud really helps me understand where my writing doesn’t make sense.  I will use all of these skills when I write essays, proposals and letters in my future classes, in my future occupation and in everyday writing.    
The writing process was rewarding and challenging at the same time.  It was rewarding, because I was able to see all the progress I have made over the semester.  Throughout the semester I have gone to the writing center to have my assignments reviewed.  This time instead of being told what corrections to make I was able to recognize what changes I should make.  I have always thought that I can’t write and that I don’t know English grammar, but that experience really helped shift my paradigm.  The rewriting process was pretty easy with my observation and memoir papers, but my position paper was much more difficult.  I was able to go though and make my position paper flow better, but it did not make it long enough to satisfy the requirement for the rewrite.  This was a hard paper to increase the length because of the scholarly nature of the paper. After speaking with a peer, going to the writing center and reviewing my paper with others I was able to see what changes I needed to make.

My experience using the rewriting process taught me a few things.  First, I found out that I really enjoy writing about my experiences as well as genres that I have more freedom to be creative.  In contrast, I found that I don’t enjoy writing scholarly genres.  I don’t feel free to express myself as much, even with the position paper.  I feel like I have to stick to a certain format and that I must quote everything for fear of plagiarism.   For example, even just last weekend when my wife and I were working on rewriting my position paper I ran across a sentence where I had tried to summarize a quote I had used in my report, but it wasn’t even a full sentence.  My wife told me to go back to the original quote and start over summarizing it.  I wanted to look at my previous attempt at summarizing the quote to alter it.  Finally, my wife took away all drafts of the position paper and I was forced to summarize it from scratch.  Although I was frustrated with my wife at first, it really helped me to be able to make a cohesive sentence that expressed the same idea contained in the original quote.  Because of taking this class I was better able to summarize whereas before I learned what summarizing was but wasn’t able to apply it effectively.  From the rewriting experience, I also learned that even when you think you have done your best work and are ready to turn your paper in there is always more you can do to improve it.  Many of my papers had three or four drafts before I turned them in.  Then in the rewriting process I have done three or four more drafts of each essay.  This process really brought home to me that writing is a work in progress.  Likewise, I am a work in progress as a writer and so are my essays.  

The essays I chose to rewrite were the observation, memoir and position papers. I chose each essay for a variety of reasons.  First, I chose the observation, because I had fun writing it in the first place.  I was really proud of the work I did on the observation, and I wanted to make it the best it could possibly be, showcasing my ability to write in that genre.  I decided to rewrite the memoir partially because I have many great childhood memories connected with Christmas, but also because when I think of Christmas, that specific Christmas, when “Santa” put my presents in front of the wrong stocking, comes to mind every time.  I thought I did a pretty good job on that essay, but I wanted people to see what I saw and feel what I felt when they read it.  I chose the position paper, because I had to choose one between the position paper and the report.  Frankly, the report is the first essay I wrote in this class and one of the worst.  Both the report and the position paper were painful for me to write, but the position paper is a better quality paper.  Overall, I think I have made huge progress and that is evident in the transformation that took place between the original position paper and the rewritten position paper.  The quality of work in the observation and the memoir is also evidence that as the semester went on my ability to write and use conventions correctly improved greatly.  

Of all the accomplishments I’ve made this semester my portfolio showcases how much I have improved over the semester as well as my perseverance and my humor the best. I put a huge amount of work and countless hours into my portfolio.  My work shows how hard I worked on it.  Considering that I came from not knowing any of the elements of writing or grammar to being able to produce informative and entertaining works of writing.  
The position paper is evidence of my perseverance.  I cannot even begin to count how many drafts I wrote of that essay.  All the time I knew what I wanted to say, but it wasn’t coming across to anyone, including my wife.  Everyone I talked to thought my point was that I was supporting the idea of bankruptcy when that wasn’t what I was trying to convey at all.  Even when I asked my sister to take a look at my essay, she thought my whole point was that bankruptcy was a good thing and told me I should get more resources on the pros of bankruptcy.  As I was explaining to my wife all the changes I wanted to make to my paper, she finally understood what I was trying to say and was able to help me put it into words.  That was a huge moment in terms of the development of the position paper. I was finally able to make progress in trying to express my position on states’ budget deficit.  It took me hours and hours to get the position paper to something that flowed and really supported my position, but I stuck with it until I finally accomplished it.  That paper from beginning to end shows that I can stick with something to the end in order to provide a good product. 
The final thing that my portfolio showcases is my humor.  I have always loved to make people laugh.  In fact, I get so much joy out of making people laugh that I tickle my wife and my daughter as much as I can get away with during the day.  My daughter loves it; my wife, on the other hand, says she doesn’t like being tickled, but I know better.  The observation and memoir showcase my humor.  When people read those essays they can’t help but laugh.  I have always enjoyed telling jokes or saying witty comments to make people laugh, but I have really enjoyed letting my humorous voice come out in my writing.  If someone told me a year ago that English 2010 was going to be painful and yet fun at the same time, I would have reassured them that they were wrong about the fun part.  Yet, I have learned that writing can be fun, even if English is my second language.  
