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Reflective Essay 1
We completed a unit in this class called The African-American Experience, which touched on the abolition of the slave trade, the Jim Crow era, the beginnings of the civil rights era and present day gang culture. We watched the films Amazing Grace, The Great Debaters, Eyes on the Prize, Disc 1 and Crips and Bloods: Made in America. We also read articles that related to each topic. 
For those of you who are familiar with these films and documentaries may wonder what the common thread is between all the movies especially Amazing Grace and Crips and Bloods: Made in America, and I must admit that at first glance you could say that all the movies focused on African Americans. Looking a little deeper into the links between these films you may say that they tell the stories of the struggles that both African Americans and those who fought on their behalf endured for them to receive the rights and freedoms they deserved the entire time. You may say that due to the time that it took for African Americans to fully receive those rights in the United States that it caused gangs to be formed that eventually turned on each other and created a 40 year war on US soil that has still not been resolved. I personally found the message of these films to be more along the lines that one person can make a difference in their home, their community, their state, their country, and possible in the world for good or evil if it is something that they are completely invested in. 
What do I mean by one person can make a difference? William Wilberforce decided to show his commitment to God by championing the cause of abolishing the slave trade his entire life. His personal beliefs would not allow him to quit the cause even to the point that his best friend, colleague and person who encouraged him to champion the cause, the Prime Minister of Great Britain. William Pitt broke all ties to him with the warning that further pursuit during times of war would be viewed as treason. His belief would not wan so he still brought it up again in parliament only to be accused of treason. 
Melvin B. Tolson not only pushed the debaters of Wiley College to look at a subject that was controversial in their day, but to take the opposite side of the opinion that they feeling towards but he was a teacher who pushed his students to recognize the difference between the hypothetical debate world and the real world of their day. Tolson inspired the students to believe that it was due to this merging of worlds that caused students such as James Farmer Jr. to decided that they would do what they needed to in order to make that non segregated world a reality.

Rosa Parks actions obviously was not the first Black person to contest an unjust law of segregation but she was used as an example to inspire others to follow in her footsteps. I honestly believe that you could look at every black citizen of Montgomery, AL who refused to ride the bus for 11 months as one person who together made a difference. 
Raymond Lee Washington is one of the founders of the Crips gang and whether the original intent was to create an updated version of the Black Panther Party for his generation or if he wanted to create a gang for power I honestly don’t know, and the movie and text went both ways on it. All I know is that whatever the intent, the result was a gang that has been at war with the gang known as the Bloods for 40 years and ruined countless families and killed tens of thousands of individuals. This one person or very small group of persons created pain for numberless people. 
There are other examples from the text and movies, hero’s and villain’s who I have not mentioned that would further prove this point as well as other points but I hope that these examples help in better understanding that for me these movies only reinforced the old adage that with great power comes great responsibility and further emphasized that the great power can be as simple as one person who champions a cause with unwavering determination. 
